HOLT JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

Course Prospectus
               American Studies:  U.S. History 1754-1877
Teacher:  Mrs. Freed
Periods: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th 

afreed@hpsk12.net
694-7117 ext. 7687
I. Course Description:

The purpose of the 8th grade American Studies course is to increase students’ knowledge of historical events and ideas, develop historical insights, deepen understanding of our national heritage and the development of democratic values, and to sharpen skills in processing and evaluating information.  Emphasis in instruction will guide students to:

· improve informational reading skills;

· use critical thinking skills to identify cause and effect, recognize multiple perspectives, and draw conclusions;

· examine content knowledge, organize it non-linguistically, and be able to write about it using supporting details.

II. Course Objectives:

1. Analyze themes, trends, incidents, chronology, and concepts important to our nation’s history and their relevance to modern life.

2. Explain the structure and function of U.S. government.

3. Understand the rights and responsibilities inherent to our constitutional democracy.

4. Explain the causes and effects of political, social, and economic events.

5. Appraise the contributions of individuals and groups in U.S. history.

6. Locate and utilize data using written, graphic, oral, physical, and technological resources.

7. Develop and express informed and reasoned positions.

8. Recognize and evaluate multiple perspectives.

9. Participate cooperatively in group discussions and activities.

10. Keep informed on issues that affect U.S. society.

III. Required Textbook:

Call to Freedom (Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 2005)

IV. Methods of Evaluation:

This course is designed to be very “hands-on” and students will participate in a variety of learning activities throughout the year including in-class activities, homework, projects, quizzes, and tests.  Students are graded on a percentage basis using the following scale:

Holt Junior High Grading Scale

A
Outstanding progress

B
Above average progress

C
Average progress

D
Lowest acceptable progress

E
Failure

I
Incomplete

V. Additional Information:

SEE COURSE SYLLABUS

