Holt Junior High School

American Studies:  U.S. History 1754-1877
Course Syllabus

PLEASE RETAIN THIS DOCUMENT FOR FUTURE REFERENCE!!

Course Description
The purpose of this course is to increase the student’s knowledge of historical events and ideas, develop historical insights, deepen understanding of our national heritage and the development of democratic values, and to sharpen skills in processing and evaluating information.  

Course Outline

Unit One:  Discontent and Revolution
A. Tensions and taxes

B. Loyalists vs. Patriots

C. The Revolutionary War
Unit Two:  The Constitution in a New Nation
A. The Articles of Confederation
B. Federalists v. Anti-Federalists
C. The U.S. Constitution
Unit Three:  The Bill of Rights and the American Legal System


A.
The Bill of Rights and U.S. Courts


B.
Jurisdiction


C.
Trial v. Appeal / Criminal v. Civil

Unit Four:  Manifest Destiny
A. The Louisiana Purchase/Lewis and Clark
B. War of 1812

C. Cultures in Conflict
Unit Five:  The Civil War and Reconstruction
A. Geographical differences and perspectives on slavery
B. The Civil War

C. Reconstructing the nation

Unit Six:  Consumer Economics

A. Introduction to Economics

B. Consumer Economics Simulation

Unit Seven:  International Relations

A. World Governments

B. America’s Role in the World 
Course Requirements and Procedures

Materials needed:

1.   one 1” 3-ring binder (inexpensive flexible plastic is sufficient)
2.   seven (7) 3-ring binder section dividers with index tabs

3.   looseleaf notebook paper (NO SPIRAL NOTEBOOKS!!)

4.   pencils, pens (BLUE OR BLACK INK ONLY!!)

· NOTE:  No one needs to be reminded that the U.S. currently faces economic challenges that impact virtually all of us.  As a result, a supply of gently-used “loaner” notebooks and section dividers is available.  PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO HAVE YOUR CHILD SPEAK TO ME IF THEY NEED 
TO BORROW SUPPLIES.

Textbook:

Call to Freedom (Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 2005).  The textbook is used to supplement in-class activities, therefore students are NOT assigned an individual copy.
Make-Up Work


An assignment notebook is kept in a central location in class so students may check their make-up work upon return to school.  It is their responsibility to do so and to arrange for help if necessary.  
Grading

A current grade report will be available on-line via Holt Public Schools’ “Family Access” service by Tuesday of the following week.  Students are graded on a percentage basis as described below.


TESTS



% quadruple-weighted (x4)



QUIZZES


% triple-weighted (x3)



PARTICIPATION

% triple-weighted (x3)



PROJECTS


weighting based on length of project


DAILY WORK

% single-weighted


(a combination of the above comprises 80% of each trimester grade)



DISTRICT SOCIAL STUDIES ASSESSMENT



(the district assessment is 20% of each trimester grade)

On-line Information


Class information and assignments are available via Holt Public Schools’ “Family Access” on-line service.
“Repair and Resubmit” Policy

Students will be given the opportunity to “repair and resubmit” multi-weighted assignments that receive a “C” or below.  Once resubmitted, the highest grade possible will be a “B.”

Test Retake Policy


Except in the presence of extenuating personal circumstances, opportunities for test retakes will be available only when overall student results indicate re-teaching to be necessary.  Please note that QUIZZES MAY ALWAYS BE RETAKEN at the student’s request within a week of the original quiz date.
Substitute Teacher Policy

Most students are almost always polite and appropriate in class.  It is an unfortunate reality, however, that substitute teachers are “fair game” as far as a few students are concerned.  In an effort to maintain a productive classroom environment when I am unable to be in school the following policy will be strictly enforced: 

· IF A STUDENT IS MENTIONED BY NAME IN A SUBSTITUTE’S REPORT DUE TO UNACCEPTABLE BEHAVIOR, SAID STUDENT WILL LOSE 10 CLASS PARTICIPATION POINTS AND BE REQUIRED TO SERVE A BEFORE-SCHOOL DETENTION THE FOLLOWING WEDNESDAY HALF-DAY.  SINCE THE SUBSTITUTE WAS THE ADULT AUTHORITY IN CLASS AT THE TIME, “APPEAL” OF THESE CONSEQUENCES WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE.
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I have reviewed the course description for American Studies.  I understand requirements, evaluation, and classroom policies.
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